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DearMs. Gunñ,
:~ :~.

In ApriF 2004,fli~Ifl~inois~~ôi~iation ofWastewate~Agencies(IAWA) submittedaproposalto theillinois Pollution
ControlBoardproposingto lower the dissolvedoxy~encriteriafrom 5.0mg/I to 3.5 mg/I during themonthsof July
throughFebruary.I amwriting youto askthat you i~ejectIAWA’s request.Theproposedreductionin dissolved
oxygencriteriawill not improvetheconditionof ilhi~ioisstreamssuchasthe Fox River, ratherit will havethe
oppositeeffectby furtherdegradingwaterqualityar@harmingaquaticlife ThecurrentIllinois standardfor
dissolvedoxygenfollows U.S ~EiivironmentalProte4tionAgencyguidelinesandpastscientific studiesdo not
supporta lower standard.TherefOre,the illinois PolJutionControl Boardshouldrejecttheproposalto lower
dissolvedoxygenstandards.

In 2002,theFox Riverwascategorizedas impairedby theIllinois EnvironmentalProtectionAgency. Oneof the
reasonsfor theriver’s impairmentis low dissolvedPxygen. Theeffectsof low dissolvedoxygenin rivers suchas
Fox arewell documented.At extremelylow oxygenlevels,fish kills result. Low dissolvedoxygenlevelsin the Fox
Riverwill alsonegativelyimpactfish speciest~atspawnin latesummer,and sportfishsuchas smallmouthbassare
sensitiveto low dissolvedoxygenlevelsres~waterus~eIsandotheraquaticmacroinieiiebratesare~aiso
negativelyaffectedby low dissolvedoxygen. The aquaticfaunain theFox River is alreadythreatenedby
deterioratingwaterqualitywith severalspeciesbecomingextirpatedfrom the watershedin recentdecades.Lower
dissolvedoxygenwill onlyexacerbatetheproblemstheFox Riverfaces.

RobertSchanzelmadethefollowing commentson behalfof theIllinois Chapterof theAmericanFisheriesSociety
regardingthe proposal:“The Illinois Chapterof the AmericanFisheriesSocietydoesnot supportrelaxingillinois’
existingdissolvedoxygenstandardsbecauseinsufficient evidenceis available-thatsuchactionwill nothaveserious
andirrevocableconsequencesfqr ~hestate’s aquaticbiota - thatis, thesciencedoesnot supporttheproposed
changes.” Schanzelalsostates“To lower quality standardsnow,would not servethe bestinterestseitherof illinois’
citizensor its aquaticresourcés.’~

Theconditionof theFox River i~impactedby multiple stressors.As thesestressorsbecomeintensifiedthe
ecosystemdeteriorates.The degi~adationof the Fox Riverhasandwill continueto affectthe well beingof its
residents.In February2004,over 150,000residentsin Aurorawererecommendedto boil their water. A report
preparedby WestonSolutionsindicatedthatthe majorityof theblamefortheboil ordercouldbeplacedon the
deteriorationof waterquality in theFox River. Theproposedrule changeby JAWA will not improvethecondition
of the FoxRiver,but it hasthepotentialto accelerateits decliningcondition. Thus,it shouldberejectedby the
illinois Pollution ControlBoard.

Thankyouverymuchfor your time andconsideration.

Sincerely,

~-fro~ ~h\GJu~/



Dorothy Gunn,Clerk

Illinois Pollution ControlBoard

JamesR. ThompsonCenter

100W. RandolphStreet

Suite11-500

Chicago,IL 60601
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